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The	Value	of	Play	in	Higher	Education

Page	1:	About	The	Value	of	Play	in	HE

Who	can	participate?

How	will	you	use	and	keep	my	data?

What's	the	survey	for?

This	survey	is	being	conducted	as	part	of	scholarship	supported	by	The	Imagination
Foundation	Laboratory.	Its	purpose	is	to	gather	information	as	far	across	the	globe	as
possible	on	experiences	and	perceptions	of	play-based/playful	approaches	in	higher
education	teaching.	Higher	education	here	means	study	in	universities	and	other
provider	institutions	offering	degree	level	qualifications,	including	work	based	learning,
degree	apprenticeships	and	equivalent	forms	of	advanced	learning.	

This	survey	closed	in	September	2021.	As	of	December	2021	there	are	two	information
sheets	available,one	which	relates	to	this	survey	and	dates	to	November	2021,and	one
which	relates	to	a	second	student-facing	survey	being	launched	in	December	2021.

	

	

	

	

Anyone	who	is	using	play-based	approaches	for	teaching,	research	or	in	support	of	student
learning	in	higher	education	can	respond.	

	

It	is	important	that	you	understand	how	your	data	will	be	collected,	stored	and	used.	To
find	out	more	please	click	here	to	read	the	Ethical	Considerations	sheet.	This	includes	a
full	privacy	statement.
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Thank	you!	You	can	now	proceed	to	the	survey	questions

Other	information	about	the	project,	the	researcher	and	the	sponsor	can		all	be
found	here

	

1. 	I	have	read	and	understand	the	background	information	provided	on	The	Value	of
Play	and	have	been	given	the	opportunity	to	read	the	Project	Information	and	Ethical
Considerations	sheets

I	consent	to	participating	in	The	Value	of	Play	in	HE	survey	and	understand	that

-my	participation	is	entirely	voluntary

-	I	am	free	to	withdraw	from	the	project	and	request	that	my	individual	data	be	erased	at
any	point	in	time

-I	have	been	given	the	opportunity	to	read	and	understand	the	privacy	statement	at	the
end	of	the	Ethical	Considerations	sheet

-	I	am	agreeing	to	my	information	being	collected,	stored	and	processed	as	described	in
the	Project	Information	and	Ethical	Considerations	sheets

-	I	will	not	be	named	or	identified	in	any	output	resulting	from	this	survey

	 Yes	I	give	my	consent

2. 	Please	tick	this	box	to	confirm	you	give	your	consent	to	participating	 	Required
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Page	2:	What	is	meant	by	play	and	playfulness	in	this
survey?

Definitions	of	play	can	vary	and	there	is	no	single	consensus	as	to	what	play	means.	It	is
often	used	to	suggest	the	opposite	of	work,	although	this	is	increasingly	being
challenged	by	play	proponents.	These	blurry	interpretational	lines	can	make	it	interesting
for	research!

I	don't	want	to	constrain	or	impose	on	your	own	understanding	of	what	play	and
playfulness	are,	however	I	also	sometimes	hear	people	rule	out	sharing	examples	of	their
playful	teaching	saying	"Oh,	I	do	that,	I	just	didn't	think	of	it	as	play".	It	would	be		a	shame
to	lose	relevant	examples	through	this.

So,		here	is	a	broad	starting	point.	For	this	study,	play	is	referred	to	as	pleasurable
activity,	undertaken	alone	or	with	others	which	may	take	place	within	defined	or	special
boundaries	of	time	and	space,	including	the	digital.	Common	play	types	include	games,
role	play,	sport,	physical	activity,	imaginative	fantasy,	enactments	and	simulations	(e.g.	in
other	‘worlds’),	contests,	festivals	and	celebrations	(from	the	small	to	the	large	scale),
theatre	and	dressing	up	and	many	other	tasks,	events	or	activities	which	are	engaged	in
playfully.	It	may	involve	behaviours	or	acts	which	are	unexpected,	exaggerated,	or
unusual	compared	to	those	which	are	‘normal’	or	conventional	in	that	context.

Playfulness	evokes	an	approach	or	attitude	of	fun	and	gaiety;	a	“mood	of	frolicsomeness,
lightheartedness,	and	wit”	(Sutton	Smith,	1997,	p147).	It	may	occur	in	situations	where
play	itself	is	not	being	engaged	in.

3. 	Would	you	like	to	add	anything	here	about	your	own	definitions	of	play/playfulness
before	starting	this	survey?
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Page	3:	Page	1

Perceptions	of	play	and	playful	learning	in	higher	education

Please	don't	select	more	than	1	answer(s)	per	row.

strongly
agree

agree
neither

agree	nor
disagree

disagree
strongly
disagree

on	my	programme

elsewhere	in	my
department

elsewhere	in	my
institution

in	my	subject	area
more	widely

elsewhere	in	the
higher	education
sector

4. 	I	am	aware	that	play	and/or	playful	learning	are	being	used	in	higher	education
teaching

Please	don't	select	more	than	1	answer(s)	per	row.

strongly
agree

agree
neither

agree	nor
disagree

disagree
strongly
disagree

on	my	programme

elsewhere	in	my
department

4.a. 	I	am	aware	that	play	and/or	playful	learning	are	being	used	in	higher	education	to
teach	management	theories	and	concepts
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elsewhere	in	my
institution

in	my	subject	area
more	widely

elsewhere	in	the
higher	education
sector

4.a.i. 	Please	give	further	details	or	add	in	any	other	comments	you	may	wish	to	make	in
response	to	these	two	questions	here

	 a	lot

	 frequently

	 from	time	to	time

	 seldom

	 never

5. 	I	personally	use	play-based	and	playful	approaches	in	my	own	higher
education	teaching/support	for	learning

	 a	lot

	 frequently

	 from	time	to	time

6. 	I	personally	use	play-based	and	playful	approaches	in	my	own	higher
education	teaching	of	management	theories	and	concepts.
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	 seldom

	 never

Please	don't	select	more	than	1	answer(s)	per	row.

strongly
agree

agree
neither

agree	nor
disagree

disagree
strongly
disagree

having	enjoyable
experiences

the	progress	and
development	of	the
learner

our	responses	to
fate,	chance,	luck,
serendipity,	forces
beyond	our	control

how	we	navigate
power	dynamics
and	relationships

matters	of
community	identity

the	use	and
exploration	of	the
imagination	and
fantasy

knowledge	and
expression	of	the
self

7. 	Please	indicate	more	specifically	your	feelings	about	the	potential	value	of	play-
based	or	playful	learning	in	higher	education.		In	each	case	use	the	items	in	the	columns
to	complete	this	sentence	"playful	and	play-based	approaches	have	value	in	higher
education	because	they	relate	to..."



7	/	13

allowing	for,	and
exploring,	disorder,
frivolity	and
nonsense

making	space	for
freedom	and
experimentation

fostering	innovation
and	creativity

bonding	and
socialization

resolution	of	conflict

allowing	people	to
expend	surplus
energy	or	let	off
steam

relaxing	people

generating	positive
mood	states

helping	people
adapt

matters	of	reward
and	recognition

survival

	 Yes

	 No

7.a. 	Having	read	the	list	above	and	given	your	responses,	has	it	made	me	you	feel	that
you	have	not	thought	much	about	the	value	of	play	until	now?

7.b. 	Do	any	of	your	answers	above	relate	particularly	strongly	to	the	teaching	of
management	theories	and	concepts	through	play-based	and	playful	approaches?
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7.c. 	If	you	have	answered	yes	to	the	previous	question,	please	give	details	here

7.d. 	If	you	feel	other	forms	of	value	were	missed	out	in	the	previous	list	that	you	believe
should	be	included	please	add	them	here.

8. 	Do	any	particular	writers	on,	or	theorists	of,	play	inform	your	use	of	play?	Please	give
details	of	any	main	influences	here

9. 	Is	there	anything	else	you	would	like	to	say	about	play-based	or	playful	teaching	in
higher	education	here,	or	about	this	survey?
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10. 	Do	you	use	playful	or	playbased	approaches	in	your	scholarly/research	activity?

10.a. 	If	you	have	answered	Yes	to	the	previous	question,	please	give	details	here.
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Page	4:	About	you

Thank	you!	You	are	now	almost	at	the	end	of	this	survey,	but	before	you	finish	please	tell
us	a	little	about	you.	Your	answers	will	be	anonymised	and	will	help	with	our	data
analysis	and	pattern	building.

11. 	What	is	your	name?

12. 	What	is	your	role	or	job	in	HE?

13. 	What	programme/s	do	you	teach	on	or	work	with?

14. 	Which	higher	education	institution/s	do	you	work	for?

15. 	What	country	or	countries	are	they	in?



11	/	13

	 undergraduate	teaching

	 postgraduate	teaching

	 masters	supervision

	 doctoral	supervision

	 learning	support

	 study	skills	advice

	 other

16. 	What	kind	of	teaching	in	higher	education	do	you	do,	or	what	kind	of	academic
support	do	you	provide?	Please	tick	as	many	of	the	answers	below	that	apply.

16.a. 	if	you	have	ticked	other	please	give	further	details	here

The	Value	of	Play	is	a	two	year	project,	currently	running	until	September	2021.
Data	from	this	survey	will	be	used	to	design	and	plan	a	range	of	project	activities	which
will	take	place	between	April	2020	and	April	2021.	These	will	include	interviews	and
activities	to	add	to	project	findings,	provide	fora	to	discuss	and	explore	play-based
teaching,	and	review	and	evaluate	data.	All	will	be	free	to	join.	If	you	would	like	to	find	out
more	about	these	events	please	indicate	your	consent	to	be	kept	informed	and	an
appropriate	email	address	in	the	next	section.

	 yes

	 no

16.b. 	I	would	like	to	be	kept	informed	about	future	project	activities	and	outcomes	 

Required
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16.b.i. 	My	email	address	is
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Key	for	selection	options

1	-	I	have	read	and	understand	the	background	information	provided	on	The	Value
of	Play	and	have	been	given	the	opportunity	to	read	the	Project	Information	and
Ethical	Considerations	sheets

yes
no

7.b	-	Do	any	of	your	answers	above	relate	particularly	strongly	to	the	teaching	of
management	theories	and	concepts	through	play-based	and	playful	approaches?

Yes
No

10	-	Do	you	use	playful	or	playbased	approaches	in	your	scholarly/research
activity?

Yes
No

Page	5:	Final	page

You	made	it	to	the	end!	Thank	you	for	contributing	your	time	and	your	views	to	The	Value
of	Play.	You	are	helping	extend	our	knowledge	and	understanding	of	the	use,
perceptions	and	value	of	play-based	and	playful	approaches	in	higher	education
teaching,	learning	and	research.


